[Behçet's disease associated with Crohn's disease].
The association of Behçet's disease and of Crohn's disease is exceptional, and raises a nosological problem. A 24 year-old female developed since 1996 chronic diarrhea, abdominal pain, recurrent oral and genital ulcer and polyarthralgia. Endoscopic colonoscopy examination showed a diffuse colitis. Histological examination revealed epitheloid granuloma without vasculitis compatible with a Crohn's disease. The patient was treated with oral prednisone (1mg/kg/day). In November 1998, she was admitted for diarrhea. Many pseudofolliculitis lesions, uveitis and positive pathergy test were noted. The HLA was B 51. The diagnosis of Crohn's disease associated with Behçet's disease was made. She was treated with high doses of prednisone (1mg/kg/day and 6 monthly intravenous pulses of cyclophosphamide). Skin lesions and diarrhea improved within few days, and cleared completely within five months. Presently, the patient remains clinically free of disease. While being of different pathogenic origin, Behçet's disease and Crohn's disease may coexist within one and the same patient and cause diagnostic and therapeutic problems.